
Why Pagan
"Pride?"

Job discrimination. Difficulties with
landlords, neighbors. Harassment, up to
and including assault and battery.
Parents disowning their children; family
members turning away. Awkward pauses
in conversations. “Why don’t you ever
come to the office Christmas party?”

Sound familiar? Unfortunately, it does
to many people. And though you may
have thought these issues listed above
were faced daily only by people of
“different” sexual orientations, these
also afflict practitioners of “different”
religious beliefs.
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What is a Pagan?
The following definition is for the pur-
poses of the Pagan Pride Project. Others
may define themselves or their group in
different ways, and that’s OK. That’s
why we say that first and foremost the
definition of a Pagan is someone who
self-identifies as a Pagan. But the follow-
ing was created in order to have a func-
tional definition to help educate the
public about the spiritual paths we cover:

A Pagan or NeoPagan is someone who
self-identifies as a Pagan, and whose
spiritual or religious practice or belief fits
into one or more of the following cat-
egories:

  � Honoring, revering, or worship-
ping a Deity or Deities found in pre-
Christian, classical, aboriginal, or tribal
mythology; and/or

  � Practicing religion or spirituality
based upon shamanism, shamanic, or
magickal practices; and/or

  � Creating new religion based on
past Pagan religions and/or futuristic
views of society, community, and/or
ecology; and/or

  � Focusing religious or spiritual
attention primarily on the Divine Femi-
nine.

What does the
Pagan Pride Project do?

All over the world, local coordinators host
public Pagan Pride celebrations around the
Northern Hemisphere's Autumn Equinox. At a
minimum, a Pagan Pride event will involve three
main activities:

Public religious ceremonyPublic religious ceremonyPublic religious ceremonyPublic religious ceremonyPublic religious ceremony
A public Pagan religious ceremony celebrating
the Equinox.

Food driveFood driveFood driveFood driveFood drive
A food drive or charitable activity, to share our
harvest with others in need, and to make a clear
statement to those who have misconceptions
about Pagans. We know that our ethics, based
on concern for ecology, personal responsibility,
and individual freedom, mean that we feel
strongly called to actions of social responsibility.
It is important for us to highlight our similarity
to other religions in that regard.

Media presenceMedia presenceMedia presenceMedia presenceMedia presence
We ask the media to present the truth about
Paganism, refute common misconceptions, and
draw political attention to the positive elements
of Paganism in order to try to prevent legislative
discrimination against Pagans.

Who can I contact locally?



t o l e r a n c e

d i v e r s i t your information resources, public events, and
media contacts, we hope to challenge intoler-
ance through education.

We wish not only to reduce discrimination
against us, but to present the value that our
paths can bring to society, while emphasizing
that we do not seek converts but ask that each
person honor the Divine in the manner that
seems best for him. Major corporations are
adding diversity statements and programs to
their human resources areas. They aren’t just
being tolerant —they are learning to value
plurality of opinion, background, and view-
point, especially in an increasingly global
community. But there are still people who
would never make a racial slur, or discriminate
based on gender, but who still discriminate on
the basis of religion, because they believe that
there is only one valid religion, or because they
simply are misinformed about other religious
practices.

Too often valuable contributions are ignored
because of misunderstandings —mistaken
beliefs that Pagans sacrifice people or animals,
that Pagans practice nothing more serious
than wild orgies and debauchery, that Pagans
are out to steal souls. In fact, members of
modern Pagan and NeoPagan religions tend
to value ecology as an extension of their view

Like gays, lesbians, and bisexuals, Pagans
cannot always live their lives openly and
honestly because of the fear that sur-
rounds them. Because the issues and
goals are similar — to reduce societal
xenophobia until no one needs to hide
his or her “difference”, whether that be
who he loves or who he worships —
when I wanted to start a movement to
promote understanding and acceptance
of Pagan spiritualities, the phrase “Pagan
Pride” came immediately to mind.

Far from trying to either steal from or
invalidate Gay Pride, Pagan Pride owes a
deep debt of gratitude to the Gay Pride
movement for its achievements. We hope
we can use their pattern to improve
attitudes towards earth-based spiritual
practices as much as Gay Pride has
towards sexual orientations. Through

of the Earth as sacred and all life as inter-
connected; hold a paradigm that embraces
plurality, supports civil rights, and advo-
cates personal freedom; hold ethical stan-
dards that require personal responsibility;
be well-read and interested in learning;
focus on self-help, emotional and psycho-
logical growth; and be keenly aware of
each person’s right to believe as he
chooses, believing that to impose one’s
beliefs on another is harmful.

While some people feel that the phrase
“Pagan Pride” is too confrontational, the
result accomplished through the word
“Pride” in the gay/lesbian community
states to me that it is an effective phrase to
communicate how we feel. We will not
hide in the shadows any longer, practicing
our spirituality privately because we fear
reprisals from members of monotheistic
religions. We are not ashamed of the Gods
we reverence and the ways we celebrate!
We are coming “out of the broom closet”.
Ours is not a path for everyone; you are
encouraged to practice what spirituality
you will. But we now claim the right to
take pride in what we practice.

—Cecylyna Dewr
Executive Director, Pagan Pride Project

"[P}eople who would never
make a racial slur, or
discriminate based on gender...
still discriminate on the basis
of religion, because they
believe that there is only one
valid religion, or because they
simply are misinformed about
other religious practices."

"We are not ashamed of the
Gods we reverence and the

ways we celebrate!"

"We are coming
'out of the broom closet'."


